
nsi 0\' 

Top Cat's Monthly Newsletter 

ROAR 
C41

. 
‘ 

0 cf 
February, 2001 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
By now many of you have seen some of the changes in our club 
that you were warned about in previous months. With each 
change and new procedure or policy, we welcome, and need, 
your feedback. So far you have seen a change in dues structure 
to recognize multiple - member families, a new patch to identify 
your Board members, a new rocker to recognize our senior road 
captains, off - site meetings, new Top Cats T-shirts, and more 
frequent Riding Protocol courses. With every change we can roll 
down the trail believing we did the right thing unless someone 
steps up and informs us otherwise. As a member, your 
responsibility to your brother and sister Top Cats is to tell us when 
you believe we have erred or tell us when we've done the right 
thing. Without your input, either for or against something we've 
done, we run the risk of repeating stupidity and taking our club 
in the wrong direction. I know this will come as a big surprise to 
everyone but . your Board members are not trained professionals!!! 
We're just riders like you so don't hesitate to help us out. 

Now, for a serious tip. I feel obligated to remind every Top Cat 
that, a few weeks after you read this issue of ROAR, Valentine's 
Day will creep up on you. If you are a guy, with a girlfriend or 
wife, DO NOT FORGET THIS DAY!!!! With at least 12 hours notice 
you can save your butt by ordering flowers through any Yellow 
Pages florist or, go online to www.flowerlink.com . Believe me, it 
works great. Do not forget your daughters either. They love to 
hear that dad loves them. 

For the ladies, please act surprised and be gracious over the least 
gesture of his effort to remember Valentine's Day. I know it'll be 
tough but, even if you get flowers in a fishing creel arrangement, 
or a six pack of MGD, fake it and act grateful. After all doesn't 
faking it come... (Editor's note: remaining portion of sentence 
deleted to save Traveler's butt) 

Finally, two of our riders will ride to qualify for the Iron Butt Ride. 
Rik Lowry and Bernie Weiss, with one other tag - along rider, will 
make the run from San Diego, CA to Jacksonville, FL in 48 hours. 
Wish them fair highways, following winds, and a safe trip. 

Let's Roll! 

-rtrovelei 

It's Under Warranty, Right? 
By Traveler 

The answer to that question can generate as much 
apprehension as asking "Do you have anything I can 
catch?", the morning after. Know before you go. Few 
things are as important as insurance policies and 
warranties, neither of which are read before hand. If new, 
your bike's warrantee is in the owner's manual. If it's a 
used bike, you may have to determine if the warrantee 
still exists and if it is transferable. It is a good investment 
of your time to ask your dealer to explain your warrantee 
coverage. That way you know what your dealer's 
interpretation of the warrantee is long before you end 
up arguing over coverage. 

Knowing the time and mileage limits of your warrantee 
will also motivate you to get work performed that is 
covered, before your warrantee expires. Typically, if a 
problem is reported before the warrantee expires, and 
work commences to fix the problem within the warrantee 
time limit, the warrantee will cover the final fix even if it 
runs over mileage or time. It's heartbreaking, and expensive, 
to learn that the problem you have today, would have 
been covered under warrantee if it would have been 
reported last week before your warrantee expired. 

Determine what can void your warrantee and avoid those 
things. It may be the installation of high performance, 
after market equipment, failure to follow service intervals, 
use of improper lubricants, performing your own 
scheduled maintenance, etc. Be sure to check on dealer 
- installed accessories to make sure they don't violate 
your warrantee even though installed by your dealer. 
Some factory and dealer - installed OEM high -
performance accessories clearly state on the 
packaging' that, installation of this equipment voids 
specified and implied warranties. 

Some warranties are transferable. If you are selling a 
bike with a warrantee, see if it is transferable as a selling 
feature. If you are buying a used bike, do the same thing 
and, if it is transferable, make sure you have it 
transferred! Also, be very careful that the warrantee on 
the used bike hasn't been voided by the previous owner. 
It's always smart to check with a local dealer. 

If you don't follow the warrantee requirements...don't 
plan on talking your dealer into doing warrantee work 
anyway. You'll find that as futile as rearranging the deck 
chairs on the Titanic. 

By the way, are you riding tonight or tomorrow? You're 
not? You ought to go read your warrantee then! 
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RANDS S 

Chrome Specialties osc  
`Road Warrior' 

Dealer 

We are your 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large. medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 

(j henif@yahoo.com) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawkee" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 

(carlbender@aol.com) 
Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 

(glax@hotmail.com) 
Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

vern693@aol.com  
Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

(bboand(a/tedex.com) 
Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 

(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 e-marl: topcats_mcc@botImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: February 6, 2001 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (windy@dls.net) 	815/459-9345 
Charity Ride 	Bernie Weiss (gottobl@aoLcom) 	 847/831-5393 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PureBrass@aol.com) 	847/803-0002 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (phan42442@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Alicia Kumro (aliciakuma@aol.com ) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde 	 815/459-2488 
Roar 	(mongerl@hotmaiLcom) 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Wayne"Travder"Kirkpatric(wkirkpal77@aolcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ricicase@alac.ameritec.com) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 
Volunteer 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax (glax@hotmaiLcom) 	847/438-5236 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220Jakek12.11.us) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Maim (mowman13@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 

Check out our website 
'randyscycleonlinacan' 

and click on 'ROADWARRIOR' 
to view the complete 

Chrome Specialties Catalog 
of 15,000 parts & accessories 

for Harley Davidsons 
-And Raod Gear, tool- 

11013 Route 47 
Huntley, II. 60142 

847-669-0256 
Fax 847-669-0772 



GEORGE J. LAX 
CELL # (847) 533-5236 
P.O_ BOX 725 
LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING 
HUMIDIFICATION 
SHEET METAL 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES 
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11 130 S. Milwaukee Ave. (Rte. 83) 
TALL MAKESrA 

P.O. Box 189 	ALL MODELS 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 	IN STOCK 

7 DOS 	 NOWI_ 

tom% (847) 356-3000 rktON" 

Now selling 7 brands of 
Motorcycles in one giant location 

- 1-14DATI:11%. MAC Kawasaki 
nde with us. 

* SUZUKI 

"Check The NIELSEN 
PRICE Before You Buy" 

SPECIAL FINANCING 
Es 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

Er] 	 C.P.. jn 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

Let the good times roll. 

YAMAHA 
110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 



Kawasaki W650 
By Ken Glassman 

In order to understand Kawasaki's new retro bike, the 
W650, we must first join Mr. Peabody and Sherman, and 
take a trip in the 'Way-Back Machine". We'll set the time 
for the mid-1960's. That's when America was in the midst 
of the "British Invasion." The Beatles and the Rolling Stones 
had replaced Elvis and the Beach Boys in the music world. 
Carnaby Street fashions were really "groovy". Slick 
pompadours were replaced by long shaggy hairstyles. 
British secret agents, like James Bond, The Saint, and The 
Avengers were protecting the world from evil on TV and in 
the movies. And British -bikes, with venerable names like 
Royal Enfield, BSA, Norton, and of course Triumph, were 
all the rage. 

I must admit that I didn't suffer from Brit bike disease, and 
paid no attention to motorcycles. My attention during that 
time was directed towards British cars of the era, like MG 
Midgets, Triumph Spitfires, and of course, the Austin-
Healey Bugeye Sprite. The only similarity between having 
a passion for British bikes or British cars, were their suspect 
electrical systems, and the puddles of fluids they both left 
on the garage floor. 

Fast forward to the present time. Kawasaki is fresh off their 
major success with the retro styled Drifter models, which 
replicate the '50's era American heavy cruiser the Indian 
Chief. Now they have skipped into the next decade with 
the introduction of the W650 model, which is more than a 
bit reminiscent of the Brit bikes of the 60's. Think of a BSA 
A65 Lightning, or Norton Commando, and you're getting 
warm. But the Triumph Bonneville was the hot button that 
Kawasaki was looking to push. The W650 is powered by a 
676cc, air cooled, vertical parallel twin engine, similar to 
the powerplants of the venerable names mentioned above. 
The fenders are finished in highly polished chrome. The 
bike sports a long flat bench seat with white piping. The 
shorty exhaust pipes, rubber tank pads, accordion rubber 
boots covering the front fork stanchions, a real kickstarter, 
and chromed spoke wheels complete the look from that 
era. Kawasaki even had the tire tread patterns cut to 
resemble those used during the period. Unless you have a 
really keen eye, the W650 looks like a vintage Triumph 
Bonneville going down the road. Fortunately, Kawasaki left 
out the puddle of oil underneath the engine. 

When Ted Nielsen, of Nielsen Enterprises in Lake Villa 
rolled the W650 out for my test ride, I noticed a hazy fog 
of nostalgia clouding over his eyes. You see, he had 
actually owned and ridden the original Triumphs, and 
Norton's, and BSA's in his youth. "You're gonna luuuv this 
bike", he said in a low serious tone. However, after riding 
the current crop of cruisers that I've been testing lately, this 
Kawasaki looked like a dinky little scooter in comparison. 
But after studying Ted's face, I decided to keep that thought 
to myself. 

The seating position is high and upright, with the pegs 
located in a standard position. The flat bench seat is cant-
ed slightly forward, and is only a bit more comfortable than 
a standard park bench. The handlebars are comfortably 
placed, and the handgrips are thin, like a bicycle. Two, 
easy to read round gauges for the tach, and speedometer, 
are mounted ahead of the handlebars. All the controls are 
where they should be, and the turn signals are even 
self-canceling, a welcome concession to historical accuracy. 

While traveling in stop and go lunchtime traffic, the W650 
felt like a scooter. But as I headed west to more open roads, 
the bike really started to surprise me. The 5-speed 
transmission worked well, and the clutch pull was feather 
light with a nice take up feel. All Kawasaki transmissions 
make finding neutral easy. The ride quality was compliant 
and comfortable on most road surfaces. I anticipated that 

a bike this light, and with a narrow front tire, would 
wander a bit. It didn't, however most minor road 
anomalies were transmitted up to the handlebars. But it felt 
stable and tracked well. The engine was lively and 
free-revving. Throttle response was very good, and the 
power band felt strong from about 2000 rpm to nearly the 
8000 rpm redline. It only got buzzy right near the top of 
the range. At 60 mph, it was only turning 350Orpm's, so 
cruising was rather smooth. All scooter thoughts were 
tossed out. This is a real motorcycle, and a fun one at that ! 

Once I reached the 2- laners with double nickel speed 
limits, I really started to smile. Brraaappyy exhaust note, 
wind in my face, knees gripping the rubber pads on the 
sides of the gas tank, leaning forward to cut the wind . . 
.Hey, this is really cool! Then I headed for my favorite 
stretch of twisties where I bring all the test bikes. While I 
knew that the W650 couldn't hold a candle to the current 
crop of sport bikes, I was anxious to see how it would 
compare to the long list of cruisers that I was used to 
riding. Wow! I was going through the turns 8 to 10 miles 
an hour faster than I would with other cruisers. It wasn't 
because the other cruisers couldn't go faster, but because 
the W650 just begged for it, and handled those turns with 
such little effort. Tossable? Heck, this was flickable. Also, 
the excellent single disc, dual-piston caliper front brake 
felt like it could stop a freight train, so that inspired 
confidence as well. 

Now I was finally getting it. I could understand the 
romance of that whole British motorcycle cult following, 
now. These kind of bikes came out in an era before there 
were Katana's or Ninja's. These were the Katana's and 
Ninja's of their° time. If you wanted a powerful, great 
handling street bike, with more than a little cache, you 
had to be drawn to BSA, Norton, or Triumph. And after 
studying the looks through my camera lens, I could 
appreciate the beauty and functionality of the design style. 
I even turned it over with the kickstarter once. (it was easy, 
but I'll stick with its electric starter.) So Kawasaki has 
managed (again) to recreate the feel and visuals of a 
vintage motorcycle, and combine it with unobtrusive mod-
ern technology to enhance reliability and owner 
satisfaction. Would I want this as my one and only 
motorcycle? No. But as a second or third bike, absolutely. 

All the way back to dealership, I couldn't help but 
daydream about being a British Secret Agent tearing 
through the English countryside, with Emma Peal sitting 
behind me clutching my waist. We had just thwarted a 
major global disaster, and now we're speeding towards 
Windsor Castle to attend a party in honor of the Queen. 
On arrival, I pull off my waxed Belstaff jacket, and 
straighten the bow tie on my tuxedo. As Emma's long dark 
hair spills out from her helmet, I help her off the bike and 
we ascend the steps arm in arm. . . just in the nick of ftime 
to greet the Prime Minister. 

Just then I was jolted back to reality as I pulled into the 
Neilsen lot. Ted runs over to greet me. "So how'd ya like 
it?", he yells. In my best Secret Agent voice I said, 
"Smashing motorcycle, old boy . . . absolutely brilliant" !! 

KAWASAKI W650 SPECS 

4-stroke, air-cooled, Parallel Twin 
676cc 
5-speed with Positive Neutral Finder 

Chain 
57.1 " 
430 lbs 
31.5 " 

4 gal - cruising range about 150 miles 
$6,499 

Engine: 
Displacement: 
Transmission: 
Final Drive 
Wheelbase: 
Dry weight: 
Seat height: 
Fuel capacity: 
List Price: 
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K2 Mihey's Trihey's Sewing 
Custom Sewing 

Patches. Rippers & Snaps 
Custom Body 3ewelry 

Illikey 	847-358-3167 
LJ 

0.---- 

ComplefeDetailini Service] 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

• zw**It.t444.W.100.1•,.. 

ATTENTION: TOP CATS 

Nielsen Enterprises has outgrown their 
Wauconda facility, so they are consolidat-
ing their dealerships into their Lake Villa 
location. Now all of their 7 motorcycle lines 
will be on display in one convenient loca-
tion. They've also added Yamaha to their 
stable of manufacturers which include, 
Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki, Triumph, Victory, 
and Excelsior Henderson. While there will 
be lots of changes at Nielsen, some things 
will remain the same: They will keep the 
same great service, selection, prices, parts 
and accessories , and the same great peo-
ple to deal with. Since they would rather 
not move their whole inventory from the 
Wauconda location, stop by and check 
out the great deals on Victory and Suzuki 
motorcycles, and Ski-Doo snowmobiles. 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

00 Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

"'aXXXXXXXXXX"=, 
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HOLDEN 
hoe- 

re /1/11 11114 
4.11111041P 
GRAPHICS 
c.o.R.P-0• R-A.T.I.O.N 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

--Imm•■•■1111 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

LITTLE STURGIS on the 
RIVER 2001 
by Bard Boand 

Voted most scenic Top Cats ride of 1999 (candidate for 2000 I 
hope) was our Top Cats mini "Little Sturgis on the River" 
Ride. For the 5th year in a row, we'll be doin' it again. Mark 
your calenders for June 15, 16, 17, Fri, Sat, Sun, 2001. 

When most people think of STURGIS, they think of the Black 
Hills of S.D.. When Top Cats think of STURGIS, we not only 
think of the Black Hills, in August, we also think about the 
Mississippi River and Davenport Iowa in June. 

Becoming a very large and formidable motorcycle rally, Little 
Sturgis on the River attracks aprox 15,000 bikers to the levy, 
along the banks on the mighty Mississip' in Davenport, Iowa. 
Bikes, babes, vendors, live music, food, etc...a real mini 
sturgis, only a few days long, a few hours ride, and you can 
walk to the rally from our host hotel, the Radisson Quad City 
Plaza Hotel. Its downtown Davenport, overlooking the 
Mississippi, and the President Riverboat Gambling Casino. 
They even have special secured motorcycle parking just for the 
Top Cats, and we have 20 rooms booked for this year. (We 
used them all last year, so book your reservation NOW!!) 

this road. The Stage Coach Run is a bikers dream. The lead 
group ususally dawns their helmets on this 40 mile Cannon 
Ball sprint down a scenic and very technical piece of 
American backroad. Then, with a weekend of stories to tell 
those who didnt make the ride, its to the Broken Ore for 
stories, lies, and reflection of a great weekend on the 
Mississippi.. 

HOTEL INFO: 

Raddisson Quad City Plaza Hotel. 
111 E. Second St. 
Davenport, Iowa, 52801 

Special TOP CATS rate: $86.00 June 15, 16. (you must 
identify yourself as a Top Cat) Local number: 319- 322-2200 
Contact person is Mrs. Kim Bothell, however anyone can take 
your reservation. Cancalation policy: 48 hours before, or you 
will be billed. 
NOTE: Cutoff date is May 16, after which all rooms blooked 
for the Top Cats not yet reserved will be released. BOOK 
NOW! 

Here's the drill: 
Leave Egg Harbour, Barrington, 10:00 Friday June 

15. Road Captain, me, Bard. Take a meandoring country ride 
out to Byron, Ill, then down the Rock River to Sterling, then 
interstate into Davenport, arriving at the hotel between 2 and 
3pm. Spend the afternoon and evening at the Rally, hob-nob 
with your bro's and sis's. (note: everyone will be given a map 
and directions.) 

Saturday, June 16, Ken Glassman will take us on a 
scenic ride to undiscovered parts of Iowa (the Hawkeye 
State...get it?), Bard and Carl Hart will probably have their 
annual run-off (advance tickets avaliable) , and for $50., Terry 
Lizzard Kumro may try another river crossing on his bike, with 
no pontoons or bridge. Lizzard is getting pretty good at "rid-
ing on water" and his technique is not taught in his Safety 
course either. You gotta be there to see it. 

After the road shows, its back to the Rally by mid-
afternoon. Dinner at the Duck City Bistro, another annual 
event, also walking distance from the hotel, where owner and 
Masterchef Charles will prepare his 5 Star menu for us. 
ABSOLUTELY the best cuasine in town. (Rick Lowry wont 
be ordering asparagus this year) 

Sunday, June 17, I will lead us back, an all day ride 
you wont forget. We'll follow the Mississippi Great River 
Road north to Dubuque, IA, cross the river, lunch in Galena, 
then the famous STAGE COACH TRAIL back towards 
Rockford. Windy T. T. Krepel gave new meaning to the words 
"cant you keep up old man" when Taz tried to follow her down 
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TOP CATS' ACTIVITIES 
CALENDAR 2001 

1st Quarter 
(ALL TOP CATS ACTIVITIES ARE IN BOLD) 

JAN 27 	TOP CATS' RIDING PROTOCOL 
COURSE, PLACE AND TIME TBA 

FEB 06 	TOP CATS' MONTHLY MEETING* 

FEB 10 	VALENTINES DANCE FOR MCHENRY 
COUNTY HOG HEART ASSOCIATION 
HOLIDAY INN CRYSTAL LAKE IL 

FEB 09-1 1 
	

INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW 
AT ROSEMONT EXPO CENTER (FEATUR 
ING WOMEN IN MOTORCYCLING) 

FEB 12 	BOARD MEETING** 

FEB 20 	TOP CATS' CHARITY RIDE 
COMMITTEE MEETING*** 

FEB 25 	17TH ANNUAL SUPER CYCLE SHOW AT 
MCCORMICK PLACE 

MAR 02 - 11 DAYTONA BIKE WEEK 

MAR 06 	TOP CATS' MONTHLY MEETING* 

MAR 12 	BOARD MEETING** 

MAR 18 	PICK UP RIDE TBA 

MAR 20 	TOP CATS' CHARITY RIDE 
COMMITTEE MEETING* * * 

MAR 25 	TOP CATS' ANNUAL DINNER 
AND AWARDS BANQUET 

(For more information, check the Top Cats' 
Web Site: www.Topcats.org  and the Hotline: 
(847)622-3501 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Slippery Spots and Holes 
Keep your eyes peeled for those potentially slippery 
things that can quickly take you down, especially in 
the cold, cool, wet, icy conditions: 
Manhole covers, Big wide white lines that mark 
pedestrian crossings at intersections, where you can 
check on your riding skills by riding in between those 
lines; sand, salt, at intersections, going up or down 
inclines, and particularly on curves. Usually the least 
amount of debris is found in the car tire tracks 
because it is pushed off to the sides by the cars tires. 

As the weather warms, remain cautious, looking for 
potholes, and road heaves or buckles, which can 
be very deceiving, throwing you off balance if 
you're not watching for them. If you find yourself 
approaching a pothole or road heave too quickly 
and you don't have time to avoid a pothole or road 
heave that crosses the entire road surface, it is best 
to brake as much as you can before you arrive at 
the hole/heave then rise slight off the seat and 
release your brakes so that when you encounter the 
hole/heave you maintain control as you cross it. Of 
course if you hit a large pothole too hard, it is best 
to stop and inspect your bike and tires for any 
potential damage. 
Ride Free 
Ric 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation Information 
Keep checking the Internet for the 2001 course 
schedule. 
Bob Ritter, Director 
Northern Illinois University 
Motorcycle Safety Project 
DeKalb, IL 60115 

Phone (815)-753-6932 in Illinois toll free 1-800-892-9607 
Pager (888)-949-6370 
Fax (815)-753-6900 

Visit the MSF web site at www.online.niu.edu/mcycle  
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the better the Roar will be, and the more exchange of ideas 
can take place. Just write your piece on a Word program, and 
E-mail it to John as an attachment. His E-mail address is 
mongerl@hotmail.com . 

Minutes of January 2001 
General Meeting 

Traveler called the meeting to order, and explained the new 
black and gold Top Cats patch that will be worn by all current 
and future Board Members so that they can be more easily 
identifiable to members. Also, the Safety Committee will 
award special Senior Road Captain rocker patches to those 
experienced Road Captains who through the years have 
distinguished themselves as superior Road Captains and 
deserving of the honor. 

Vice President, Ric Lowry, went over the new dues structure. 
No changes in dues, except that a second or third regular 
member of the household can join at $50. 

The February 6th meeting will be held at Alligator Bob's, 
located at 39442 N. Rte. 59 in Lake Villa. 847-265-9378. 
Time is the same at 7:30 PM. Many of the members will meet 
at 6:30 at Columbia Bay Brewery for dinner, which is located 
1 mile south of Alligator Bob's on Rte. 59. (847) 356-8550. 
Call or E-mail Chuck Prettyman if you want to have a 
reservation made for you at the restaurant. (847) 382-4269, or 
PMAN42442@AOL.COM . 

Ric Case, Safety Chairman, warned about winter riding 
conditions. Always ride in the tire tracks on the road, as they 
will usually be free of snow or ice, and be the warmest part of 
the road for better traction. With snow on the sides of the 
road, escape routes are more limited, so keep a greater distance 
between yourself and other traffic, and be more alert to find 
escape routes. Watch carefully for patches of sand or rock salt 
on the road, and especially at intersections, which can make 
traction treacherous. 

Bard Boand reminded everyone to make Sturgis reservations 
right away. Half of the Top Cat room allocation is already 
filled. Ask for JANDA at the Alex Johnson Hotel when 
making reservations. Refer to the November Roar for phone 
numbers and dates of Big Sturgis, and Little Sturgis in 
Davenport, or call Bard. 

Joe Rabanus, Membership Chairman, outlined the new 
requirements for new members and renewing members. New 
members will be required to attend a Safety Protocol Course, 
and be required to participate in our NISRA Charity efforts. 
New Membership Cards are in the works, and will be sent to 
members in the next several weeks. Membership Dues are now 
OVERDUE. If you got this Roar, you've probably paid, but 
Roar issues will be cut off to those who haven't paid. 

John Lunde was recognized and applauded for his work as the 
Editor of Roar. Since he took over from Traveler several 
months ago, there has been a seamless transition, and 
everything is running smoothly. John does ask that all 
members participate in the Roar by writing articles, Letters to 
the Editor, etc. The more people who contribute to the Roar, 

Mark your calendars for June 7-8-9. That's the Door County 
ride. Contact Ric Case, or Jordy Glazov for reservation details. 

Any ride dates that you'd like to see on the Top Cats calendar, 
should be sent to Taz Krepel, our Activities Chairman. 

A BIG TOP CATS ROAR goes out to Windy "Tiny Tank" 
Krepel, and Susan "Little Harley Mama" Tabordon. Both were 
awarded their Road Captain rockers. Windy led the successful 
"Ladies Only Ride" last summer, and Susan led the Toys for 
Tots ride in October of '99. 

January 2001 Board Meeting 

Board members present: Bard Boand, Jim Heniff, Ric Lowry , 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, Ken Glassman, George Lax, Sandy 
Vernon, Terry Kumro. Eight other members attended as well. 

The Board approved the site for our Top Cats Annual 
Banquet. It will be Sunday, March 25th, 2001 at 6:30 PM. The 
cost of the 6 course dinner is $40 per person, and there will be 
a cash bar. Call Chuck Prettyman at (847) 382-4269 to make 
reservations. All Top Cats with paid up memberships will 
receive a mailing about the banquet location. 

Treasurer, Jim Heniff, reported that all our bills are current, 
and we have a positive balance in the treasury. With dues 
coming in by the end of the month, we will be in a good cash 
position for the remainder of the year. IF YOUR DUES ARE 
NOT IN BY THE END OF THE MONTH, THIS WILL BE 
THE LAST ROAR THAT YOU RECEIVE. 

The Board approved the following people for membership: 
Dick Burkhart, (Regular Membership), Michele Kastner, and 
Roberta Arsenault, (Associate Members). Bit Top Cats 
Welcome To All Of You ! 

John Lunde is still looking for somebody to step up and help 
with our website. If you, or anyone you know, has the 
knowledge and skill to work on our website, please call John 
at 847-382-3474. Out website is one of the most important 
sources for disseminating important information to our 
members. Somewhere, in our entire membership, we have 
people who can do the job. We need you to step up right away, 
as riding season will be here sooner than we think, and that's 
the time when our website becomes most vital to the 
members. 
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AMERICA'S  OPEN ROAD V 

Chicagoland's premier Indian and 
Victory motorcycle dealership 

Northwest suburbs largest dealer of 
Harley Davidson aftermarket parts 

IN Expert service and customization on 
all American V-Twins America's Open Road 

1975 East Rand Road 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

847 368 0900 
www.americasopenroad.com  

FOX RT 	12 	cY ,,D Siff 
SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM 

FOX LAKE 
847 587-3400 

wed 
Mercury 

www.foxlakeford.com  
"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 

LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 
CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 

EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 
krIMMX 00,VONtWf :X= '01****-11 

TOP CATS SPECIAL! 	 FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 
0 	 .or 

SAVE 25% 
X 	on all bedliners or running boards 	 EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS X X 	with the purchase of ANY 

	

d ve
x
hic

x
le
xx- 	r 	 SALES -SERVICE -LEASING g-kaamo 

new or use 
x szsz*xxz-zzxxmm-o 



DES PLAIAIES 

'IV cll. 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

Top Cats Welcome Two 
New Sponsors 
The American Smokehouse, in downtown Lake 
Zurich, has joined the Top Cats family of advertisers. 
Their specialty is Bar-B-Que, and it is the most 
unique flavor and cooking method of any Bar-B-
Que restaurant in the area. They also do catering, 
pig roasts, and they treat the Top Cats like royalty 
whenever were there for Board Meetings, and 
Charity Meetings. Check them out for outstanding 
food and a nice relaxed atmosphere. 

Des Plaines Honda has also joined the family of 
ROAR advertisers. They are a full service authorized 
Honda dealership, specializing in Touring Bikes. 
They've got the largest selection of new and used 
Gold Wings in the Midwest. And if you are thinking 
about buying the new 1800 cc Gold Wing for this 
year, you better get your order in NOW. They'll all 
be spoken for within a few weeks. 

All Top Cats thank the American Smokehouse and 
Des Plaines Honda for their support. 

Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

      

itqP 

     

  

!

ASH DIAVOLO  
HICAGO 

    

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
	

S 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

    

   

1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
Phone: 773.394.1812 
Fax: 	773.394.1809 

 

[PrPEP 	ESOP cl3  

     

      

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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Oft SPOTS 
By Traveler 

HONDA HOOT. The annual gathering of Hondas during the 
Honda Hoot will be June 20 - 23, 2001in Knoxville, TN. 
Growing in size, this Honda event has become similar in size 
and activity to a traditional Harley event. Interested riders 
contact (800) 347-1289 for more information. 

GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEMS (GPS). If you have, or 
plan on installing, a GPS navigation unit, keep a few things in 
mind. I have found that, I could use a larger, easier to read, 
screen on my unit. Color screens are easier to read than B&W. 
Make sure the unit has the capability to light the screen at night 
without blinding you. Large buttons make it easier to use while 
riding. Be very careful with a GPS unit. It is a major distrac-
tion, and dangerous, to be looking at a small screen for data or 
trying to find a function button at 60 mph. 

HANDLING TIP. Feel a slight wobble or weight shift when 
you enter and exit a curve? Check your swing arm bushings by 
trying to shake your rear wheel. It should have no slop in it at 
all. Check your rear shock bushings by shaking them to determine 
how much play you have at the mounting points. Excessive 
play in swing arms or shocks will drastically affect handling to 
the point of disaster. 

LOWERING. If you are considering slamming your scooter, 
check out White Brothers kits at www.whitsbros.com  for the hi 
- end kits. 

WATCH OUT. Keep an eye out for Surgical Steeds motorcycles. 
They are so customized that, even though HD based, they were 
just awarded a U.S. Patent. 

ITALIAN HARLEY. Harley - Davidson has established H-D 
Italia S.R.1 as their Italian, wholly - owned subsidiary. Similar 
subs exist in Germany, France, UK, Japan. Rumor is that 
Ducati didn't blink an eye. 

BIKER CULTURE 
It simply irritates the hell out of me when I sit down with my 
accountant each year and end up paying him to tell me how 
much I must pay the IRS. It's amazing!! What really makes it 
worse is discovering that our tax dollars are going to research 
that supports helmet laws or horsepower limits. More amazing!! 
Then, you encounter the results of research, funded by our tax 
dollars that provides you with such amazing research as the 
following: 

A cockroach will live nine days without its head, 
before it starves to death. (Creepy) 

If you yelled for 8 years, 7 months and 6 days, you 
would have produced enough sound energy to heat one cup of 
coffee. (Hardly seems worth it) 

If you pass gas consistently for 6 years and 9 months, 
enough gas is produced to create the energy of an atomic  

bomb. (Now that's more like it) 

A pig's orgasm lasts for 30 minutes. (In my next life I 
want to be a pig! How'd they figure this out, and why?) 

Banging your head against a wall uses 150calories an 
hour. (Still can't get over that pig thing) 

Humans and dolphins are the only species that have 
sex for pleasure. (Is that why Flipper was always smiling? And 
pigs get 30-minute orgasms? Doesn't seem fair) 

The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. 
(Hmmmmmm 	) 

Right-handed people live, on average, nine years 
longer than left-handed people do. (If you're ambidextrous do 
you split the difference?) 

The ant can lift 50 times its own weight, can pull 30 
times its own weight, and always falls over on its right side 
when intoxicated. (From drinking little bottles of what?) 

Polar bears are left-handed. (Who knew? Who cares? 
How'd they find out? Ask them?) 

The catfish has over 27,000 taste buds. (What can be 
so tasty on the bottom of the pond?) 

The flea can jump 350 times its body length. It's like 
a human jumping the length of a football field. (30 
minutes...can you imagine?? And why pigs?) 

The male praying mantis cannot copulate while its 
head is attached to its body. The female initiates sex by ripping 
the male's head off. (Honey, I'm home. What the....?) 

Some lions mate over 50 times a day. (In my next life 
I still want to be a pig... quality over quantity.) 

Butterflies taste with their feet. (Oh, geez. That's 
almost as bad as catfish) 

An ostriches eye is bigger than its brain. (I know some 
people like that.) 

Starfish don't have brains. (I know some people like 
that too.) 

After reading all these, all I can say is...lucky pigs.. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 
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